Washing and schmier development
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F Francois:

You are getting st rinds becaus vou hawen't dried it properly before washing and now you have a
thick boundary byer of wild yeasts. Unfortunateby if yvou try to firm off the rind now by refrigeration
you'll interupt the gas producing phase by being off the correct pH path. The best vou can do is keep
them in kwer humidity (no npening bex), give them a descent vinegar wash and then rub with coarse
salt. Wipe the saltoffaftier grinding it inbe the rind. You want toe remove moisture from the rind but
try o keep the salt migration into the paste as low as possible, otehrwis yod'll get anove salted
cheese, After a few days you should have a nice firm rind that you can start washing again. Washing
shouldn't be svaryday., It'sa cascade. You startoff with freguee nt washes and and then taper them
off as the correct rind forms

Erom Alp:

To reiterate what Francois says,

When we wash our cheeses, we have a board we place them on o get washed. We will take a
cheese and place iton this board, having fipped itover in the process. We wash only the op and
sides, leaving the side that had been washed the previous day untouched so it can dry out.

This is often an alternoon activity. Before this, first thing in the morning, the previous day’s
cheese is removed [rom the brine and put on this board w dry out. It doesn’t get washed that st
day -because it has been soaking in brine.

S0 Francois is right, you need to let it air out some. BUT, after the washing starts it had beuer
stay wetl or it will mold.

From linuxboy :

To add one mare paint. Schmiers have succession of flora that are very exact and require rather
technical precision. It goes like this

- Yeasts (gererally candida, debromyces, kleywernamyces, geotricum, and actually a bacteriom, staph}
sattle and eat up surface betic acid o deacidify the surface. Your wash at 3% keepsthem a little bitin
check. Rindat this time neads to have a moderately high aW, samawhere in the mid .90s. Not supar
high, you nead a litHe dryness. Humidity needsto be bwer, 60-70%, temp needs to be 5 mewhat
high, 55ish. This isthe halgir phase of your sshmier development. If you go directly to cave with a
higher humidity, it's not the endof the world.

= After you have surface deacidification, the rnd its2lf sho uld maintain mo derately highaw, same



arund kw .90s. And the wash will intm duce the corynebactaria (arthro bacter, b linens, staph
xy o sus, ete ), Surface pH needs to be 5.6 or higher (5. 8 usw@lly target). This needs to happen 48-72
hours after brining. And humidity should be fairly high, kbw 90s, with a temp amund 52F. The freguent
washing helps to spead bacterna and really establish it on the rind. Becau= rind aW isa bit kbwer
thanthe beginning, the yeasts tend to get incorporated into the polysaccharide and casin schmigr
matriz, creating a kind of "skin®. Managing this skin is what you're after with the succe ssive washes,

= Afterward, with reguarwashing to establish this skin, you go to maintenance mode just o keep it all
alive and going, and moldsat bay. Can knock humidity down a bit, and bwer the temp, depending on
the maturation targets.

If vou mess any of these up... such as high surface aW, imadeguate corynefarms in your wash,
humidity /ftemp issues, pH gradients on surface dee to unevencut, ete, it's pretty tough o get back on
track. Every little thing mattersand emersand compounde dand magnified. Which is why a pmoper

beavfort or other gruver style, ora well dre high moisture stinky is such a high expression of aur
art.

Make a bit more =nse, hopefully? Watch the surface aW, begin with proper maisture by manmaging the
make, and then mamage cascade and microb@l community succe ssion through humidity, temp, and

wash freguency and you'll be set. Easy @



